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Welcome!
From our Board President, Debbie Hilke

Dear Animal Lover,
Despite the ongoing pandemic, 2021 was an incredibly impactful year for Five Acres
Animal Shelter as we grew our team and expanded our in-house services for our
animals.
Our continued partnership with the City of St. Charles has provided us the
opportunity to become more involved in our community and help more animals
than ever before.
While 2021 was filled with tremendous challenges, it was also a year of great
achievements, compassion, kindness, and the realization that as a team we have
the opportunity to do so much more – for both pets and for people in need.
I appreciate everything that you do for our organization, our pets, and our
community, and I’m excited to see the impact we can make together in 2022!

Sincerely,

Debbie Hilke
Board President
Five Acres Animal Shelter
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Our Mission
To end pet homelessness,
promote responsible pet
ownership, and advocate
for animal welfare.
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Shelter Tales
Adopt. Foster. Donate.
Major came into the shelter in November of
2020, due to a family surrender. It became
quickly apparent to the team that Major did not
tolerate other dogs but loved humans. He was
at the shelter for approximately 10 months
which came as a shock, to not only the workers,
but the volunteers who came to love his
personality and quirks.
A family came in to meet Major and fell in love
with him. They had 2 smaller children, and
Major took to them instantly. The shelter felt
that Major had been waiting at the shelter
patiently for this particular family and it was a
perfect match.

ADOPT

The family still posts updates about Major in the
“Five Acres Alumni” page on Facebook where
everyone can see how much he is loved every
day.

The shelter also provides the opportunity for
volunteers and people to foster animals, so they can
get away from the anxious environment and prepare
for their forever homes.
Josephina was fostered by a volunteer at the
Randolph location. She was a semi-feral cat and was
very stressed out in the shelter environment. Lisa, a
volunteer, took to Josephina right away and made it
her mission to help the cat open up to people. Lisa
was met with resistance at first, since Josephina
would frequently hide in the bedroom under the bed.
One day Josephina came out of her shell and decided
she wanted to open up to Lisa. She came out of
hiding and was ready to receive affection.
After the progress Josephina made in Lisa’s home
over the next few months, she was ready to be
placed back in the Kathryn Favre Kitty Cottage for
adoption.

FOSTER

DONATE

AniMeals is a community program designed to help keep pets in their homes. If a family is having financial
difficulties, they can come to the AniMeals Pet Pantry to receive a one-month supply of food and supplies
for their pet. AniMeals is meant to be a short-term program for our community, but the reality is that many
of these clients are long term recipients due to disabilities or other challenging circumstances.
One AniMeals recipient is a woman with two chihuahuas that serve as her support dogs. She often brings
them to the pantry with her and tells volunteers frequently what an impact this program has made on her.
She is unable to hold a job but she gives back when she can. Most recently she served as a Salvation Army
bell ringer and, of course, brought her two furry friends with her. These dogs are an incredible comfort to
her. Because of the AniMeals program, instead of needing to surrender or rehome her animals she is able
to keep them in her home.
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2021 Impact
Celebrating a RECORD YEAR for cat adoptions!

Spay/Neuter Clinic
Thanks to Purina and the generosity of
our community on Giving Tuesday
2020, an in-house spay & neuter
facility was placed on our campus.
Now, every other Saturday a
veterinarian comes to perform spay
and neuter surgeries on Five Acres
animals. This means that animals are
able to get this essential operation
performed quicker since we do not
have to rely on an external
veterinarian’s schedule, which can at
times be backed up for weeks,
meaning animals can get into homes
quicker. Having the clinic on our
campus also creates a less stressful
experience for our animals. This clinic
has saved Five Acres thousands of
dollars in veterinary bills without
compromising quality of care. In 2022
we plan to expand this clinic so we are
able to offer low-cost spay and neuter
surgeries to the community, not just
our animals!

Dogs Playing for Life
One highlight of 2021 was officially implementing the Dogs Playing for Life (DPFL) program.
In early October two DPFL trainers came to Five Acres and provided a two-day training
program to our staff and volunteers. We even invited other local rescue groups to join us!
Over the course of two days our team learned how to implement safe, fun playgroups for
our dogs - even those who we previously considered dog-reactive or dog-aggressive. We
learned that by giving dogs with these labels the chance to play safely, they were learning
how to be a dog again and that not every other dog or person was scary. These play groups
are proven to shorten canines’ average lengths-of-stay in the shelter by helping them be
seen as more adoptable. We know this program is going to have a huge positive impact on
our dogs!
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Looking Ahead
Exciting plans for 2022 and beyond.

Enrichment &
Training Programs

Play Yard
Renovation

Community Vet Clinic
Expansion

As we look towards 2022 and beyond, Five Acres Animal Shelter will continue to
pursue new and innovative ways to enhance the lives of our community and the
animals we serve. This year, we plan to invest in new training and enrichment
programs, play yard renovations, and expansion of our services to include a lowcost community vet clinic.

Enrichment & Training
Over the last year our team has responded to the needs
of more challenging animals as we continue to learn
and grow through our partnership with the City of St.
Charles Animal Control. We are now caring for dogs,
cats, and other types of animals who have more serious
health and behavioral challenges.
These animals require specialized medical care, training,
enrichment, patience, love and day-to-day care. They
often spend up to 4 times the amount of time living at
the shelter resulting in the need for increased
fundraising efforts to cover the cost of their care.
In 2022, we will continue investing in specialized, on-site
group and individual training programs to help these
special animals get a chance at finding a home of their
own.

Play Yard Renovation
Our goal is to begin construction in early 2022 to
replace the two current play yards directly behind
the Ruth Anne Scheidegger Canine Clubhouse.
These two yards will be combined into one to
provide the needed space for large play groups
and outdoor training. The new turf and play
equipment will create a cleaner environment,
reduce stress, and allow our dogs to spend more
time outdoors regardless of weather conditions.

Vet Clinic Expansion
We are very excited to open our on-site vet clinic later this year. Here are a few FAQs to
share what's coming:
When will the Five Acres Vet Clinic open?
Our goal is to have the clinic open no later than fourth quarter 2022.
Where will it be located?
The clinic will be located in the basement of the Kitty Cottage where we currently operate
the Spay/Neuter Clinic for our animals but will include the use of other spaces in the
area.
What services will the clinic provide?
The clinic will initially provide spay and neuter and vaccinations for dogs and cats. Future
plans include other wellness services such as, preventatives, blood work, testing and
other non-emergency animal care.
Who will be able to receive services at the clinic?
We will offer these services to other rescue and shelter partners and the general public.
How does this help pets in the community and serve the Five Acres mission?
This program will offer low-cost services to pet owners who would otherwise forego care
due to the expense, ensuring more pets will receive proper veterinary care. It will also
provide spay/neuter services to our partners in the area who will in turn be able to help
more animals. It aligns with our mission to end pet homelessness (keeping more pets
with their owners and not abandoned on the streets), promote responsible pet
ownership (providing services at a reduced cost to encourage better care), and advocate
for animal welfare.
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Get Involved
Help us further our mission.
Our ability to operate on a daily basis, provide animals with exceptional care, keep adoption
fees low, and fulfill our commitment as St. Charles County's premier, no-kill animal shelter
depends on the generosity of donors, sponsors, and volunteers like you. Your investment in
Five Acres Animal Shelter ensures that we can continue to expand our impact and make a
difference for the animals and communities we serve.

$95.00
Ave.

Adoption

Fee

$650.00
Ave.

Cost

Adopt: Choosing to adopt an animal is one of the most impactful
ways to support Five Acres. Each animal at Five Acres comes fully
vaccinated, altered, and microchipped, and is ready to be placed
into a loving home!
Foster: Our shelter is always looking to add new fosters to our
foster family. We always have new animals coming in, and we will
always believe that animals do better in a home environment.
The shelter environment can be a scary place for an animal,
especially one who is used to being in a home or may have come
in as a stray. Providing a temporary home for an animal not only
allows the animals to have a safe and comfortable place to stay,
but it allows the shelter to take in even more animals.
Donate: When you make a gift to Five Acres you are providing so
much more than just shelter to an animal in need - you are
providing medical care, enrichment, supplies, life-saving vaccines,
and most of all, hope. Your gift to Five Acres is tax-deductible and
will truly change the life of an animal.

per

Animal

Sponsor an Event: Supporting one of our four signature fundraising events is a great way
to not only support the animals in our community, but also promote your business as a
friend of animal welfare! There are several unique benefits for your company when you
choose to sponsor an event, including logo placement, social media shout-outs, press
releases, and Cuddle Breaks for your employees.
Become an Angel Donor: The team at Five Acres is constantly responding to animal’s
physical, behavioral, and emotional needs to help them find their forever home. With a
monthly gift in the amount of your choosing, you enable Five Acres to respond to these
needs quickly and effectively, giving the animals the best chance possible of adoption.
Legacies & Bequests: Planned giving can allow you to donate more and make a
difference that has a significant and lasting impact on the lives of animals. If you already
have a will or trust, you should be able to add an amendment that fulfills your charitable
wishes. There are additional tax benefits to these gifts and we recommend you discuss
them with your legal/financial advisor.
Cuddle Breaks: Offer a Cuddle Break for your employees to cuddle with some dogs over
their lunch break or toward the end of their day… whatever the time, we can bring dogs to
your location for up to 2 hours for a monetary donation! During this time, we can share
information about Five Acres, animal welfare, dog handling, and pet ownership.
Volunteer: Becoming a volunteer at Five Acres Animal Shelter is one of the most
rewarding and hands-on ways you can make a difference. Opportunities range from
walking dogs, to cleaning cages, to doing laundry and dishes. There are also more
administrative opportunities available, including working the front desk and assisting with
events.
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Special Thanks
to our dedicated team members, volunteers, board of
directors, adopters, sponsors and donors.
Our team is comprised of hundreds of generous,
hard-working team members and volunteers who
are committed to serving our mission to end pet
homelessness, promote responsible pet
ownership, and advocate for animal welfare.
Each and every one of you make a difference!
Thank you for providing our animals with the
medical treatment, food, water, daily walks,
cuddles, training, and care they need to find their
forever homes.

Our Management Team

Becky Pogorzelski - Interim Executive Director
Emma Entner - Canine Manager
Drew Long & Madison Schofield - Feline Team
Kayla Kammerer - Shelter Supervisor Randolph
Madeline Klene - Development Director
Kate Wall - Volunteer Manager

Our Board of Directors
Debbie Hilke - President
Heather Dawson - Vice President
Ian Miller - Treasurer
Dave Sharp - Secretary
Kama Tate-Gregory
Kaitlin Paynter
Ashley Kollmeyer
April Mullen

Annual Report Contributors
Steve Brooks
Madeline Klene
Madison Toeniskoetter
Becky Pogorzelski
Debbie Hilke
April Mullen
Mike Thomson with Thomson Printing Inc.

Donors & Sponsors:
Thank you to the corporate partners listed below, and the 1,700+ donors who have so generously
supported Five Acres Animal Shelter!
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Please visit our website to learn more about our application process, hours of operation
and to view our dogs and cats available for adoption.
www.fiveacresanimalshelter.org
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Contact us:
Phone: (636) 949-9918
Email: info@fiveacresanimalshelter.org
www.fiveacresanimalshelter.org
Follow us:
Instagram, Facebook, Twitter and TikTok
Pralle Location:
1099 Pralle Lane
St. Charles, MO 63303

Randolph Location:
2385 W Randoph Street
St. Charles, MO 63301

