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This was an exciting year for Five Acres Animal
Shelter as we continued to live our mission to
enrich the lives of pets in need and families with
thoughtful placement through C.A.R.E.—
Compassion, Advocacy, Responsibility, and
Education. In fact, in 2017 we reached new heights
by adopting more than 1,000 cats and dogs into
forever, loving homes while successfully taking our
message of animal welfare to the greater St. Louis
Metropolitan Region.
Since 1973, Five Acres has operated as a non-profit organization. We are the only no-kill
animal shelter in St. Charles County, MO and one of the largest in the greater St. Louis
area. But we couldn’t do any of it without the support of our more than 500 volunteers
who take part in every aspect of the shelter—from caring for the dogs at the Ruth
Scheidegger Canine Center and the cats at the Katy Favre Kitty Cottage, to operating the
gift shop, participating in mobile adoptions and veterinary transportation, to assistance
with fundraising and event planning . . . as well as countless other activities too numerous
to name.

Thanks to you, the number of animals we are able to save grows each year. And your
influence is felt on the streets of St. Charles, in the halls of corporations throughout St.
Louis who have taken part in our “cuddle breaks”, and in the homes of those who
welcome one of our animals as a lifelong companion to their family. But our work is not
done.
As we have for the past 45 years, we are relying on you to ensure even more animals are
safe, sound and homeward bound in 2018 and beyond. How?
 Support our events through attendance and/or sponsorships
 Give annually to Five Acres
 Consider Five Acres Animal Shelter in your estate plans
Together, we can make the shelter’s vision a reality — a loving, safe, and forever home
for every cat and dog.
Warmly,

Todd S. Jones
Executive Director

IN 2017
We hosted four major events and several community gatherings to help provide the funds
needed to protect and serve the dogs and cats in our care and ready them for their future
forever homes.

TRAILS FOR TAILS is an annual
family event bringing together
a 10K run, 5K run, and 1-mile
walk along the St. Charles
riverfront. The pet friendly
event brought together more
than 400 residents of the
greater St. Louis metropolitan
area and raised a total of
$38,000 which went directly to
the operational needs of the
shelter.

SPAYGHETTI, an event dedicated to raising awareness of the importance of spaying
and neutering pets, raised nearly $27,000 and attracted over 300 people.

The third annual WISHES, WAGS & WHISKERS dinner and auction
hosted 200+ shelter supporters to raise approximately $62,000 for
Shadow’s Fund, a fund dedicated to providing veterinary care for
special needs animals.

UNCORKED: A CAUSE FOR THE PAWS — a wine, beer, spirits, and food tasting event —
featured 20+ local restaurants and a performance from country group Runaway June for a
net total of $68,000.

TOTAL REVENUE: $1,012,661

TOTAL EXPENSES: $968,722

Program Services:

15.7%

Program Services:

Donations:

43.9%

Fundraising:

5.9%

Administrative:

9.3%

Grants:
Special Events:
Investments:

2.8%
28.2%
9.5%

84.7%

FOUR KEY PILLARS
Animal Adoption Services unite dogs and cats with
individuals and families. All adoptable animals are spayed or
neutered, micro-chipped, vaccinated and dewormed prior to
adoption. Dogs are tested for heartworms and cats are
tested for feline leukemia and FIV. We also have a Mobile
Adoption program operated by our volunteer staff.
Additionally, over 50 families provide foster care for dogs
and cats that need more individualized care while awaiting
adoption. In 2017, our work resulted in the adoption of 1,051
dogs and cats into forever, loving homes while taking in 965
total animals.

Community Assistance is provided through our AniMeals
Pet Food Pantry, which offers pet food support to individuals
and families facing financial hardships. Nearly 22,000 pounds
of food for 794 dogs and nearly 3,900 pounds of food for
cats.

Shadow’s Fund is a lifeline for companion animals in lifethreatening health situations that need emergency
veterinary care. This past year, we provided free veterinary
care for a combined 259 special needs canines and felines.

The Five Acres Education Program brings dogs and cats to
schools, civic organizations, and youth groups to teach
people the importance of animal welfare including cat and
dog safety and compassion for other species in our world.
Volunteers accompany staff to share their stories. We are
proud to have educated more than 500 youth alone in 2017.
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Our Board of Directors is crucial to the success
of Five Acres Animal Shelter but its our
volunteers who are the heart and soul of our
organization.
More than 500 strong, our volunteer staff take
time away from their own busy lives to help
walk dogs, work in the shelter’s gift shop,
clean and properly sanitize the group and
individual animal quarters, feed and water our
in-house residents, wash and fold countless
loads of laundry, answer phones, greet
visitors, serve as transportation to and from
veterinary visits and much, much more! It’s
these very same people, in fact, who serve on
various special events committees to support
our fundraising efforts. From soliciting
sponsorships and in-kind donations to settingup and breaking-down the event venues as
well as assisting with ticket sales, we truly
could not survive without them.
Susann (pictured with Dribbles) takes time
from her busy schedule as co-owner of 360
Financial Group in Creve Coeur to volunteer
about 10 hours a week at the Katy Favre Kitty
Cottage. “I love dogs but have cats at home
so it’s natural that I should volunteer at the
Kitty Cottage,” she says. Both she and
husband, Brad, have volunteered at the
shelter for two years.

In 2017, Five Acres
Animal Shelter
adopted a record 631
dogs into forever
homes.

Smokey is a female Bluetick Coonhound
discovered by a Five Acres employee on
Facebook. She was living in a shelter in
Southern Missouri and had only a matter of
days before she was to be euthanized if not
adopted. Five Acres stepped in and arranged
for Smokey to be transported to the shelter
where she received much needed veterinary
care for heartworms — a common problem
seen in adult dogs living in Southern Missouri
shelters. After approximately three months of
treatment and now living in a foster home
alongside two other Coonhounds and a cat,
Smokey was discovered on the Five Acres’
website by a young couple who had
honeymooned in the Smokey Mountains. A
meeting was arranged and it was love at first
sight. Her adoption was finalized after meeting
with her potential sister in a play yard at Five
Acres. She has blended in perfectly with her
new family who shares regular updates with
Smokey’s former foster parents.

Animal hoarding is a complex situation that often involves delicate
subjects such as mental health, animal welfare, and public safety.
Grayson, pictured above, is one of 15 cats that was living in such a
situation. Emotionally traumatized and scared of humans, nine of the
15 cats came to Five Acres where they are in the process of being
rehabilitated through love, patience, and hands-on training with the
staff. Still one of the most shy, Grayson is slowly coming out of his
shell and enjoys being loved by shelter staff — though he still prefers
being in his cage rather than enjoying the many activities available to
him on the floor of the Katy Favre Kitty Cottage. His best friend is a
cat from the same home, Casey, and the two of them can often be
found snuggled up together in Grayson’s bed.

OUR FUTURE IS BRIGHT
Five Acres created a Capital Campaign to raise funding to demolish its century old cat
facility and replace it with a state-of-the-art Kitty Cottage. In 2016, the Katy Favre Kitty
Cottage opened allowing the shelter to take in even more cats including a private area for
cats living with Feline Leukemia (FeLV+). In 2017, we finished the basement of the Kitty
Cottage which allowed us to double our feline intake as well as create a new isolation
ward, new board room, and new staff offices. The basement completion also provides for
additional storage for the Shelter’s AniMeals program.
In 2018, we will turn our focus to our dogs through an expanded Canine Intake Services
area — from 200 sq. ft. to 400 sq. ft. — allowing us to grow our capacity by an estimated
78%. We will also provide new Canine Enrichment Opportunities in the form of an Agility
Park and Water Park that will promote socialization and reduce depression.

The Five Acres Animal Shelter Agility Park (shown
above) will be the largest agility park in the bi-state
area and provide positive enrichment activities in the
form of see-saws, dog walks, bar jumps, weave
poles, and more. The Water Park (show at right), is
complete with mini-pools and a dock dive to
promote socialization and play.
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